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By Julie Schrader

Deep Valley Book Festival event manager

MANKATO — Minnesota 
has been home to many 
famous literary giants and 
the inspiration for count-
less books.

Today literature lovers 
and fans travel from across 
the country and the world 
to visit these Minnesota 
authors’ literary landmark 
homes. Fortunately, many 
have been preserved and 
are dedicated to preserving 
their stories.

Deep Valley Book 
Festival Oct. 5 at Loose 
Moose Saloon and Confer-
ence Center includes a 
panel comprised of living 
history actors portraying 
the following authors with 
connections to the state:

 ■ Mankato-born author 
Maud Hart Lovelace was 
the author of six historical 
fiction novels — four based 
in Minnesota — and 18 
children’s books.

Lovelace is best known 
for the Betsy-Tacy series of 
children’s books, which to 
a great extent depict her 
childhood days in Mankato, 
the fictionalized Deep 
Valley.

When once asked about 
her favorite childhood 
memories, she responded, 
“It is difficult for me to 
respond to a request for 
memories of Mankato 
without being repetitive, 
for memories of Mankato 
are in almost every book 
I’ve written, or had a share 

in writing.”
“The frankest borrowing 

belongs to the Betsy-Tacy 
series for these books are 
based on my own child-
hood and youth. They are 
highly fictionalized, of 
course; and while some 
of the characters are real 
people, who are well aware 
of being between the cov-
ers, many others have been 
invented. Nevertheless, the 
Deep Valley of the stories 
is definitely Mankato.”

 ■ Wanda Gag was born 
in New Ulm. She is best 
known for writing and il-
lustrating children’s books.

Gag’s “Millions of Cats” 
was an overnight success. 
First published in 1928 and 
still in print, it is the oldest 
American picture book.

“Looking back,” Gag 
once said, “I realize that 
nearly all of my stories of 
the 1920s and ‘30s came 
from what I absorbed in 
those early years living on 
North Washington Street 

in New Ulm.”
She grew up in a family 

of Old World customs and 
legends — Bavarian and 
Bohemian folk songs and 
German fairy tales and 
folklore. Storytelling, read-
ing, writing and illustrat-
ing stories was a major 
pastime in the Gag home.

 ■ Laura Ingalls Wilder 
was 65 when the first of 
her eight “Little House” 
books was published in 
1932. This series made 
her one of America’s 
best-known authors for 
children.

“On the Banks of Plum 
Creek,” the third book, 
is based on Wilder’s life 
experiences living near 
Walnut Grove when she 
was a young girl.

She was born near Pepin, 
Wisconsin. Throughout 

her childhood, the Ingalls 
family moved from place 
to place across America’s 
heartland. After leaving 
Wisconsin, their journey 
would take them to Kan-
sas, Minnesota, Iowa and 
the Dakota Territory (now 
South Dakota).

Pioneer life was hard and 
Wilder described her early 
years as “full of sunshine 
and shadow.”

She summed up her 
goals of writing, saying, 
“As you read my stories of 
long ago, I hope you will 
remember that things truly 
worthwhile and that will 
give you happiness are the 
same now as they were 
then.

“It is not the things you 
have that make you happy. 
It is love and kindness and 
helping each other and just 
plain being good.”

 ■ Sinclair Lewis, the 
first American to win the 
Pulitzer Prize for litera-
ture, was born and raised 

in Sauk Centre. His novel 
“Main Street,” published 
in 1920, was an instant 
success.

In the summer of 1919, 
Lewis, his wife and young 
son rented the J.W. Schmitt 
home on Mankato’s South 
Broad Street. During 
his stay here, Lewis was 
writing “Free Air,” a novel 
about a car trip throughout 
America, and working on 
the manuscript for “Main 
Street.”

Lewis may have been in 
town when planning began 
for “Arrowsmith” — the 
1926 winner of the Pulitzer 
Prize he declined to accept.

When Lewis tapped the 
sources of his early Min-
nesota roots, he produced 
his best work. Six of his 22 
novels are set wholly or in 
part in Minnesota.

Paying tribute to his 
hometown he said, “It was 
a good time, a good place, 
and a good preparation for 
life.”

 ■ F. Scott Fitzgerald, 
a legendary writer of the 
20th century, was born in 
1896 at St. Paul.

“I grew up in St. Paul, 
but I knew that I never 
really belonged,” Fitzger-
ald said. “Ever since my 
days in St. Paul, where I 
attended the elite St. Paul 
Academy, I felt like a poor 
boy in a rich man’s world.”

Fitzgerald completed the 
1920 novel “This Side of 
Paradise” while living in 
St. Paul. His novel “The 
Great Gatsby” was pub-
lished in 1925 but didn’t 
become popular until after 
his death in 1940.

His short story “Winter 
Dreams,” published in 
1926, comes closest to 
describing how he related 
with Minnesota through 
his fiction.

He left Minnesota many 
times, but he often drew on 
his St. Paul experiences in 
his fiction.

Authors who were inspired by their hometowns

Maud Hart Lovelace Wanda Gag Laura Ingalls Wilder F. Scott FitzgeraldSinclair Lewis

Glimpse  
of the Past

HOW THEY VOTED
Voterama In Congress

WASHINGTON — Here’s 
how Minnesota’s members 
of Congress voted on major 
issues during the legisla-
tive week ending Sept. 27.

HOUSE

Providing whistle-
blower complaint to 
Congress

Voting 421 for and 
none against, the House 
on Sept. 25 called upon 
Joseph Maguire, the act-
ing director of national 
intelligence, to provide the 
appropriate congressional 
committees with a whistle-
blowers complaint alleging 
misconduct by President 
Trump centered on his 
interactions this year with 
the Ukrainian government. 
When this vote occurred, 
adopting H Res 576, the 
administration already 
had sent the complaint to 
Capitol Hill after having se-
questered it from lawmak-
ers since late August. The 
Senate adopted an identi-
cal disclosure resolution on 
a non-record vote.

A yes vote backed release 
of the whistleblowers com-
plaint to Congress.

Minnesota
Voting yes: Jim Hage-

dorn, R-1; Angie Craig, 
D-2; Dean Phillips, D-3; 
Betty McCollum;D-4; Ilhan 
Omar, D-5, Tom Emmer, 
R-6; Collin Peterson; D-7; 
Pete Stauber, R-8

Voting no: None
Not voting: None

Blocking GOP  
measure on  
impeachment inquiry

Voting 232 for and 193 
against, the House on 
Sept. 25 blocked a Re-
publican attempt to force 
consideration of a resolu-
tion (H Res 590) disap-
proving of Speaker Nancy 
Pelosis decision to begin 
a formal impeachment 
inquiry against President 
Trump. Pelosi, D-Calif., 
had announced the inquiry 
the day before, basing it, 
in part, on Trump hav-
ing asked the Ukrainian 
government to produce 
damaging information 
about former Vice Presi-
dent Joe Biden, a potential 
Democratic opponent of 
his in the 2020 presidential 
election.

This resolution was 

quashed by a parliamen-
tary ruling that it did not 
qualify as a “privileged 
question” entitled to floor 
action under House rules. 
On the vote being reported 
here, Democrats upheld 
that ruling after it was ap-
pealed by Republicans. As 
a privileged resolution, the 
measure was not debatable.

A yes vote was in opposi-
tion to allowing debate on 
the GOP resolution.

Minnesota
Voting yes: Craig, Phil-

lips, McCollum, Omar, 
Peterson

Voting no: Hagedorn, 
Emmer, Stauber

Limiting separation  
of migrant children 
and parents

Voting 230 for and 194 
against, the House on 
Sept. 25 passed a bill (HR 
2203) that would impose 
stricter requirements for 
the Department of Home-
land Securitys treatment of 
migrant families, including 
a ban on removing children 
from parents or guardians 
within 100 miles of the 
U.S.-Mexico border except 
by court order. When a 
separation is ordered, DHS 
must electronically track of 
the location of the dislo-
cated family members.

The bill would create a 
DHS ombudsmans office 
for receiving and acting on 
complaints related to immi-
gration practices including 
the abuse of migrants; 
improve the training of 
U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection (CBP) officers 
for dealing with vulner-
able populations; provide 
Congress with a plan for 
requiring immigration offi-
cers to wear body cameras 
and establish an indepen-
dent commission to investi-
gate and make a public 
accounting of the Trump 
administrations treatment 
of migrant families at and 
near the border since Janu-
ary 2017. In addition, the 
bill would reverse Trump 
administration policies 
designed to dissuade 
immigrants from Mexico 
and the Northern Triangle 
counties of El Salvador, 
Guatemala and Honduras 
from seeking asylum in the 
United States.

A yes vote was to send 
the bill to the Senate.

Minnesota
Voting yes: Craig, Phil-

lips, McCollum, Omar, 
Peterson

Voting no: Hagedorn, 
Emmer, Stauber

Reporting crime in 
sanctuary cities

Voting 207 for and 216 
against, the House on 
Sept. 25 defeated a bid 
by Republicans to al-
low victims of crimes by 
undocumented immigrants 
in sanctuary cities to 
report the incident to the 
Department of Homeland 
Security ombudsmans of-
fice that would be created 
by HR 2203 (above). More 
than 400 municipalities 
nationwide are known as 
sanctuary cities because 
they decline to cooperate 
with federal immigration 
enforcement on grounds it 
would disrupt their com-
munity policing efforts.

A yes vote was to adopt 
the GOP motion.

Minnesota
Voting yes: Hagedorn, 

Craig, Emmer, Peterson, 
Stauber

Voting no: Phillips, Mc-
Collum, Omar

Nullifying Trump  
border emergency

Voting 236 for and 174 
against, the House on Sept. 
27 adopted a measure (SJ 
Res 54) that would nul-
lify a national emergency 
President Trump declared 
on the southwest border 
over immigration concerns. 
The president has used 
the Feb. 15 declaration 
as authority for diverting 
$3.6 billion appropriated 
for military construction 
at bases domestically and 
overseas to a non-military 
account for building 175 
miles of border barriers. 
If the president vetoes the 
measure as he is expected 
to do, two-thirds majority 
votes in both chambers 
would be required for an 
override.

A yes vote was to send 
the resolution to the presi-
dent.

Minnesota

Voting yes: Craig, Phil-
lips, McCollum, Omar, 
Peterson

Voting no: Hagedorn, 
Emmer, Stauber

Not voting: None

Medical screening  
of undocumented  
immigrants

Voting 230 for and 184 
against, the House on Sept. 
26 passed a bill (HR 3525) 
that would require U.S. 
Customs and Border Pro-
tection (CBP) to conduct 
medical screenings within 
12 hours of undocumented 
immigrants apprehended 
on the southwest border 
and establish an electronic 
database that all relevant 
Department of Homeland 
Security departments 
could use to track their 
medical histories. These 
requirements do not apply 
to migrants legally seek-
ing U.S. asylum at ports of 
entry because their medi-
cal care is mainly handled 
by other agencies. Under 
this bill, vulnerable groups 
including children would 
receive priority care and 
pediatric medical experts 
would be assigned to each 
of the nine CBP sectors in 
the southwest.

A yes vote was to send 
the bill to the Senate.

Minnesota
Voting yes: Craig, Phil-

lips, McCollum, Omar
Voting no: Hagedorn, 

Emmer, Peterson, Stauber

Giving health-records 
preference to  
veterans

Voting 202 for and 213 
against, the House on Sept. 
26 defeated a Republican 
motion that sought to give 
veterans preferred access 
to an electronic health-
records system that would 
be established by HR 3525 
(above) in the Department 
of Homeland Security for 
tracking medical histories 
of newly arrived undocu-
mented immigrants, par-
ticularly children and those 
with serious illnesses.

A yes vote was to adopt 
the GOP motion.

Opening federal 
banking system to 
marijuana firms

Voting 321 for and 103 
against, the House on 
Sept. 25 passed a bill (HR 
1595) that would permit 
cannabis-related businesses 
to use federally regulated 
banks and credit unions 
in states where marijuana 
usage has been legalized. 
Marijuana, a product of 
cannabis, is a prohibited 
substance under federal 
law but allowed for recre-
ational or medicinal use 
in a majority of the states, 
the District of Columbia 
and four U.S. territories. 
Cannabis-related firms 
usually are forced to deal 
in cash because the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Cor-
poration and the National 
Credit Union Administra-
tion prohibit financial 
institutions from accepting 
their deposits. The bill also 
would allow the industrial 
hemp industry and firms 
that support cannabis-
based businesses to use 
the federal banking system 
without fear of reprisal.

A yes vote was to send 
the bill to the Senate.

Minnesota
Voting yes: Hagedorn, 

Craig, Phillips, McCollum, 
Omar, Emmer, Peterson, 
Stauber

Voting no: None

SENATE

Nullifying Trump  
border emergency

Voting 54 for and 41 
against, the Senate on 
Sept. 25 sent the House a 
measure (SJ Res 54) that 
would nullify a national 
emergency President 
Trump declared Feb. 15 
on the U.S.-Mexico border 
(see House issue above) 
as a backdoor means of 
obtaining funds for wall 
construction that Congress 
has declined to appropri-
ate. The president has used 
the emergency declaration 
to divert $3.6 billion from 
military-construction proj-
ects to his wall project.

A yes vote was to send 
the resolution to the 
House, where it was ap-
proved and sent to Trump.

Minnesota
Voting yes: Tina Smith, 

D; Amy Klobuchar, D

Voting no: None
Not voting: None

Eugene Scalia,  
secretary of labor

Voting 53 for and 44 
against, the Senate on 
Sept. 26 confirmed Eugene 
Scalia to be secretary of 
the Department of Labor. 
Scalia, the son of deceased 
Supreme Court Justice 
Antonin Scalia, has been 
employed in a Washington 
law firm with a specialty 
of representing corpora-
tions in labor-management 
disputes. Backers said he 
occasionally took the side 
of unions while serving 
as the departments chief 
attorney under President 
George W. Bush.

Minnesota
Voting yes: None
Voting no: Smith, Klobu-

char

Passing stopgap 
funding through  
Nov. 21

Voting 81 for and 16 
against, the Senate on 
Sept. 26 passed a continu-
ing resolution (HR 4378) 
to provide stopgap appro-
priations for the first seven 
weeks of fiscal 2020, which 
starts Oct. 1. Averting a 
government shutdown, 
the bill would fund agen-
cies at 2019 levels while 
giving negotiators time to 
reach agreement on regular 
appropriations bills for the 
2020 budget year.

A yes vote was to send 
the bill to President 
Trump.

Minnesota
Voting yes: Smith, 

Klobuchar
Voting no: None

Key votes ahead
Congress is in recess until 

the week of Oct. 15.

Rep. Collin 
Peterson, D-7

Rep. Jim 
Hagedorn, R-1

Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar, D

Sen. Tina  
Smith, D
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