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DEAR ABBY

Angry outbursts 
spoil spirited debates
IN ENTERTAINMENT, C3

www.mankatofreepress.com

Deep Valley Book Festival brings in 

BIG TALENT

Jacqueline West, Derek Anderson 
among the headliners

By Katie Leibel

kleibel@mankatofreepress.com

T
his year’s Deep Valley Book Festival, 
which takes place Oct. 5, will be 
bringing in some of the New York 

Times Bestsellers list’s favorites along 
with many other local writers.

NYT Bestselling authors Jacqueline 
West and Derek Anderson are two of the 
headliners for this book festival. West 
is best known for her book series, The 
Books of Elsewhere, while Anderson 
is known for his work in more than 25 
children’s books.

“I was thrilled when they asked me to 
be a headliner this year,” West said.

West’s writing career took off after the 
fi rst book series she wrote became a best-
seller. It was later translated into about 
12 different languages.

“It’s funny because it was my very fi rst 
book that hit the list. It just felt dream-
like,” West said.

Her books include middle-grade and 
young adult novels that follow the 
journeys of characters in fantastic and 
mysterious situations. One of her novels, 
an award-winning piece called “The 
Collectors,” is about a boy who is hard of 
hearing who’s knack for noticing things 
others don’t sends him on crazy journeys.

Anderson’s books appeal to younger 
audiences. His career started years ago 
when he began trying his hand at chil-
dren’s books.

“I’m an author and illustrator. This, for 
me, kind of came about in college. I grew 
up wanting to be a cartoonist,” Anderson 
said.

His plans changed after his mom at-
tended a reading conference and had 
brought home some children’s books. An-
derson quickly picked up on the artistry 
he noticed throughout the books that he 
would have missed as a kid and found his 
calling, but it wasn’t always easy.

“It took years of work and sending 
off my work to publishers and getting 
rejected,” anderson said.

It took 10 years for him to get his fi rst 

book published.
“My fi rst book came out in 2002. Those 

kids who read that in kindergarten are in 
their 20s now,” Anderson said.

Together with their different genres 
and paths to success, along with those of 
the other authors at the event, they want 
to share their ideas with creating and 
publishing their works to answer young 
readers’ questions.

West and Anderson have traveled all 
over the U.S. speaking at festivals similar 
to this.

“I speak at conferences, schools, librar-
ies and more,” Anderson said.

Yet, all of the authors spoken with agree 
that this festival is unique in its own way 
for a number of reasons.

“Every festival, every conference, every-
where I go to is different. Anyone who 
puts books at the center of an event like 
that is incredible. Books deserve that,” 
Anderson said.

Jill Kalz, a New Ulm-based author, 
who will also be at the festival this year, 

agreed with Anderson.
“I don’t really think it’s common to have 

festivals like this with a variety of people. 
Normally they only have big names and 
established authors. I think there is going 
to be a wide range of authors, and I think 
that’s unique.”

Kalz is a well-known author in the area 
who has written over 70 children’s books 
starting with her fi rst one back in 2002. 
She recently decided to switch gears and 
focus on writing for a different audience.

“One of the big reasons why I decided 
to participate in this particular book 
festival is that ‘The Winter Bees’ is set in 
and around a fi ctionalized version of New 
Ulm — it’s very much grounded in rural 
southern Minnesota — and, as a rural 
writer, I feel it’s important that readers in 
this area see themselves in the books they 
read, celebrate their heritage and values 
and where they come from. They need to 
know that rural stories have value, that 
their voices and experiences have value,” 
Kalz said.

Many of the authors participating in 
this event aren’t just excited to pass on 
their knowledge and works, but to also 
celebrate the wealth of knowledge in 
Mankato and surrounding communities.

“I think the thing that is really cool to 
me is that it’s programmed into us that 
everything cool is in the cities,” Kalz 
said, “and I like that we can celebrate ru-
ral Minnesota here and we can celebrate 
in a big way.”

Most importantly, all of the authors be-
lieve this event will instill the importance 
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Author Andy Hueller signs a book for a visitor at last year’s Deep Valley Book Festival.

THE SIDEBAR

By Katie Leibel

kleibel@mankatofreepress.com

On Thursday the 26th, MSU will host 
a German fi lmmaker and a cinema-
tographer for a Q&A session and two 
foreign fi lm screenings.

MSU was one of fi ve universities in 
the U.S. chosen to host the event. Di-
rector Asli Özge and cinematographer 
Emre Erkmen will visit the university 
to share their knowledge with anyone 
in attendance and start a dialogue 
about the impact of visual media.

“To actually have the fi lmmakers 
there is really spectacular and kind of 
cool we landed there,” said Dr. Nadja 
Krämer, an Associate Professor of Ger-
man at MSU who helped to create this 
event.

Multiple departments at MSU col-
laborated on this project in order to 
pull it off. Together they are ecstatic to 
be bringing in this talent and providing 
students and the community with a 
great opportunity.

“We’re going to be screening two 
fi lms. One of them is called ‘All of a 
Sudden,’ which is more of a drama, and 
the second fi lm is more of a comedy,” 
said Matt Connolly of MSU’s English 
Department.

Özge directed the fi lm being shown 
fi rst and Erkmen worked on it, as well. 
After the dramatic movie will be the 
Q&A session followed by a second 
screening, a comedy called “Marry 
Me.”

Özge has lived in Berlin since 2000. 
She has created multiple fi lms that 
have been screened at over 40 festivals, 
and she has also won many prizes for 
her work.

Erkmen has also lived in Berlin since 
2000. He has done cinematography 
for multiple award-winning fi lms and 
won awards for his cinematography in 
Istanbul.

“These are not people just coming 
out of fi lm school, these are rather 
established fi lmmakers,” Krämer said.

According to Krämer, the two are 

MSU hosts 
German 
filmmaker and 
cinematographer 
Only 5 universities in 
U.S. chosen for visit

By Ken Ritter

Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Visitors 
descending on the remote 
Nevada desert for “Storm 
Area 51” are from Earth, 
not outer space.

No one knows what to ex-
pect, but the two tiny towns 
of Rachel and Hiko near 
the once-secret military 
research site are preparing 
for an infl ux of people over 
the next few days.

“It’s happening. We 
already have people from 
all over the world,” Little 
A’Le’Inn proprietor Con-
nie West said Wednesday 
from her bustling cafe and 
motel, where volunteers 
have arrived from Poland, 
Scotland, Australia, Florida, 
Idaho and Oklahoma.

Neighbors, elected of-
fi cials and event organizers 
said the craze sparked by 
an internet joke inviting 
people to “see them aliens” 
might become a cultural 
marker, a monumental dud 
or something in between.

Area 51’s secrecy has long 
fueled fascination about ex-
traterrestrial life, UFOs and 
conspiracy theories, giving 
rise to the events this week 
and prompting military 
warnings not to approach 
the protected site.

“This phenomenon is 
really a perfect blend of 
interest in aliens and the 
supernatural, government 
conspiracies, and the desire 
to know what we don’t 
know,” said Michael Ian 
Borer, a University of Ne-
vada, Las Vegas, sociologist 
who researches pop culture 
and paranormal activity.

The result, Borer said, 
was “hope and fear” for 
events that include the 
“Area 51 Basecamp,” 
featuring music, speak-

ers and movies, and two 
festivals competing for the 
name “Alienstock” starting 
Thursday.

Some neighbors and 
offi cials in two counties 
near Area 51 are nervous. 
The area of scenic moun-
tains and rugged desert is 
home to a combined 50,000 
people and compares in size 
with New England.

Elected offi cials signed 
emergency declarations 
after millions of people 
responded to the Facebook 
post this summer.

“We are preparing for the 
worst,” said Joerg Arnu, 
a Rachel resident who 
could see from his home a 
makeshift stage and cluster 
of portable toilets in a dusty 
area recently scraped of 
brush surrounding West’s 

little motel and cafe.
Arnu said he installed 

outdoor fl oodlights, fencing 
and “No Trespassing” signs 
on his 30-acre property. 
He’s also organized a radio-
equipped night watch of 
neighbors, fearing there 

won’t be enough water, 
food, trash bins or toilets 
for visitors.

“Those that know what 
to expect camping in the 
desert are going to have 

Possible ‘Storm Area 51’ crowds worry Nevada desert towns

Photo courtesy Vanda Galen

Books on display at a table at last year’s Deep Valley 
Book Festival.

If You Go
What: Deep Valley Book Festival
Where: Loose Moose Saloon and Conference 

Center. 119 S. Front St., Mankato
When: 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Oct. 5.
Details: The event is free. More 

information can be found online at www.
deepvalleybookfestival.com

The Associated Press

Little A’Le’Inn owner Connie West speaks on the phone outside of the 
bar and restaurant in Rachel, Nev. West was preparing for an event 
spawned from the “Storm Area 51” internet hoax.

If You Go
What: German Film Screening and Q&A
Where: Wiecking Auditorium at MSU
When: The fi rst fi lm will be shown at 6p.m. 

on September 26th and the Q&A will follow 
shortly after

Other: A workshop titled “How to Finance 
Your First Feature Film” will also be held the 
same day in conjunction with this event at 
2p.m. in the Centennial Student Union, room 
201

Asli ÖzgeEmre Erkmen

Please see FILMMAKERS, Page C2

Please see DEEP VALLEY, Page C2

“This phenomenon is really a perfect blend of 
interest in aliens and the supernatural, 

government conspiracies, and the desire to 
know what we don’t know.”

MICHAEL IAN BORER, A UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA-LAS VEGAS SOCIOLOGIST

Please see AREA 51, Page C2
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Make and take home a 
special craft project.
Call for exact times.

Visit the reindeer from 
“Crystal Collection 

Reindeer”at the orchard. 
They are fuzzy, furry, 

cute and cuddly – how 
can you go wrong?

 

September 14th

8th

Pumpkin 

Carve a pumpkin 
for a chance to win 
$100 cash and other 

prizes. Sign up at 

Call store for details.

October 13

Honey Crisp and SweeTango 
AVAILABLE NOW!!!

TAKE HOME
One of our famous homemade pies!

Over 100 varieties of cheese to choose from

20758 528th Ave., Lake Crystal | 507-726-6562

Reindeer 
in the 

Orchard

Mini Horses and Draft 
Horses will be out at 
the farm for kids and 

adults to enjoy.
Kids will be able to 
pet the Mini Horses 

and the Draft Horses 
will be pulling families 

around in a wagon.

Noon - 4 p.m.

OPEN DAILY: 10AM - 6PM

eager to meet with every-
one and talk at the event. 
They want to do more than 
simply answer questions.

“I kind of get the sense 
that they are more excited 
not about what they teach, 
but more about what they 
receive here (such as) 
feedback and experiences,” 
Krämer said

Connolly said this event 
is important to the univer-
sity, not just because they 
were one of a handful of 
other schools throughout 
the nation chosen for this 
event, but also because 
not many opportunities 
similar to this appear in the 
Midwest region outside of 
art houses.

“It’s nice to have Mankato 
be a place that drives 
fi lmmakers,” he said. “We 
have a pretty thriving fi lm 
and media studies program 
here at MSU and anything 
we can do to let students 
see the possibilities of pur-
suing fi lm and media stud-
ies and media fi lmmaking 
as a career, and the more 
we can make Mankato a 
hub of fi lm production, the 
better.”

This event is expected to 
help students learn more 
about fi lmmaking both 
overseas and the U.S.

“Being able to pres-
ent these new, exciting 
international fi lms on a big 
screen, I think, is a way to 
expand students’ horizons 
a bit both cinematically 
and culturally. Having the 
fi lmmakers here and the 
cinematographer helps us 
to hear from the director, 
but also the sort of my 

technical aspects of the 
photography of the fi lm I 
think helps students who 
are interested in fi lm as a 
career or just for fun,” Con-
nolly said.

Not only will this event 
host a fi lm-screening 
and Q&A session to help 
anyone interested gather 
more information on fi lm-
making, but there will also 
be a workshop that day at 
2 p.m. in room 201 of the 
Centennial Student Union 
on “How to Finance Your 
First Feature Film.”

Connolly and Krämer 
said they hope these events 
encourage students and 
the community to learn 
more about fi lmmaking and 
expand their horizons.

“I think there are just 
levels of complexity and 
cultural exchange that 
come out in fi lms and we’ll 
see about that probably on 
the screen,” Krämer said.

One of the goals of this 
event is to help create more 
cultural understanding.

“I always fi nd it impor-
tant when people are made 
to experience something 
that they don’t usually 
experience in their regular 
life,” Krämer said.

Krämer and Connolly 
strongly encourage anyone 
in the community, not just 
MSU students, to attend 
the event.

“We want to include the 
students and the commu-
nity, clearly, the screenings 
are public. I think our wish 
(is) to extend this to the 
community and the stu-
dents and faculty to kind 
of have a much broader 
reach,” Krämer said.

FILMMAKERS: Students 

can learn from the experts
Continued from Page C1

of reading and writing in 
children and everyone who 
comes to the event.

“Reading and literacy is 
so important. I think that 
this is going to bring a 
different aspect of that. I 
love to fi nd out behind the 
scenes things about stories 
and works,” Anderson 

said.
West agreed, but said 

she’s also excited to just 
chat with readers.

“(I am most excited for) 
just a chance to meet and 
talk with readers. I love 
talking about books. It’s 
something I can do all day 
every day,” she said.

“I think it will be a very 
welcoming atmosphere,” 

Kalz said “I think people 
will discover new works. It 
might be kind of eye-open-
ing to see what is out there 
in our own backyard.”

The Deep Valley Book 
Festival is the only free 
festival dedicated to books 
and reading in the Manka-
to area.

“I think it gives people 
pride in their community 

to know that these big 
works are being done here. 
I think it will just reinforce 
the fact that we are a 
strong, vibrant commu-
nity,” Kalz said.

More information regard-
ing the festival, including a 
tentative schedule of pan-
els and other events can be 
found online at deepvalley-
bookfestival.com.

DEEP VALLEY: Readers will get to mingle with the writers
Continued from Page C1

a good time,” Arnu said. 
“Those who are looking for 
a big party are going to be 
disappointed.”

He predicts people show-
ing up in the desert in 
shorts and fl ip-fl ops.

“That doesn’t protect 
you against critters, snakes 
and scorpions,” Arnu said. 
“It will get cold at night. 
They’re not going to fi nd 
what they’re looking for, 
and they are going to get 
angry.”

Offi cials expect cellular 
service to be overwhelmed. 
The nearest gas station is 
45 miles away. Campers 

could encounter overnight 
temperatures as low as 41 
degrees.

“We really didn’t ask for 
this,” said Varlin Higbee, 
a Lincoln County com-
missioner who voted to 
allocate $250,000 in scarce 
funds to handle anticipated 
crowds.

“We have planned and 
staged enough to handle 
30,000 to 40,000 people,” 
Higbee said. “We don’t 
know how many will come 
for sure.”

Though the creator of the 
Facebook event later called 
it a hoax, the overwhelm-
ing response sent local, 

state and military offi cials 
scrambling. Promoters be-
gan scouting sites. A beer 
company produced alien-
themed cans. A Nevada 
brothel offered discounts to 
“E.T. enthusiasts.”

The Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration closed nearby 
air space this week.

“People desire to be part 
of something, to be ahead 
of the curve,” said Borer, 
the sociologist. “Area 51 
is a place where normal, 
ordinary citizens can’t go. 
When you tell people they 
can’t do something, they 
just want to do it more.”

George Harris, owner of 

the Alien Research Center 
souvenir store in Hiko, wel-
comed the attention and 
planned a cultural program 
focused on extraterrestrial 
lore Friday and Saturday.

The “Area 51 Basecamp” 
promises up to 60 food 
trucks and vendors, trash 
and electric service, and a 
robust security and medical 
staff.

Harris said he was 
prepared for up to 15,000 
people and expected they 
would appreciate taking 
selfi es with a replica of 
Area 51’s back gate without 
having to travel several 
miles to the real thing.

AREA 51: Authorities taking precautions in Nevada desert towns
Continued from Page C1
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