
                                                                  By Rachael Hanel 

Deep Valley Book Festival 
featured artists never gave up

Derek Anderson,Jacqueline West,

award winning author of the New 

York Times bestselling series 

The Books of Elsewhere

New York Times bestselling artist behind more than 25 books for children
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Allen 
Eskens,

bestselling author 
and 2017 DVBF 

headliner, 
returns in 2019



Both Jacqueline West and Derek Anderson 
knew from young ages that they wanted to 
create books.

West, a middle-grade and young-adult author, 
says she was a “secret writer,” the kid who wrote 
then hid the manuscript in a sock drawer.

Anderson, a children’s book author and 
illustrator, created a drawing in kindergarten and 
gave it to his principal. The principal hung it in his 
office.

“That’s when I realized I was going to be an 
artist,” he says.

West and Anderson are the featured artists at 
this year’s Deep Valley Book Festival, held 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 5, at the Loose Moose 
Conference Center. The event is free and open to 
the public.  

West is the author of nine books for kids (as well 
as a poetry collection) with her 10th book coming 
out this fall. Anderson has written and/or 
illustrated 30 books. 

At the surface, it looks like they struck publishing 
gold with their first attempts. West’s first book “The 
Books of Elsewhere: The Shadows,” landed on 
the New York Times’ bestseller list. 
Anderson’s second book that he 
illustrated, “Little Quack,” did the 
same thing.

Lest kids and adults get the 
impression that the first thing you 
write or draw magically gets 
published, both West and Anderson 
put in years of effort before their 
successes.

West wrote for years before she 
submitted her manuscript to a literary 
agent. She’s trained as an opera singer 
so is familiar with the thousands of hours 
of practice that feed into an art. She prefers 
to practice in privacy, which is why she never 
wanted to share her writing as a kid or young 
adult. 

It’s that aspect of practicing that she tries to 
emphasize to kids when she does school visits.

“When you first learn an instrument, you don’t 
expect to sit down and learn a song and then give a 
concert,” she says.

Anderson always thought he’d be a cartoonist, 
drawing comic strips and selling them to syndicates 
to get published in newspapers. In college, though, 
he became reacquainted with picture books.

He remembers thinking, “I can’t wait until the 
day I can do this, but my skills are nowhere where 
they need to be.” 

So he, too, practiced, putting in hours at night 
and on weekends when he wasn’t working his full-
time job. 

“I drew a lot of bad pictures and wrote a lot of 
bad stories for years,” he says.

In those early years, he sent his work to literary 
agents and publishers only to be rejected. One day, 
he decided to make a separate file folder for 

rejections and 
gave himself a 
challenge: could he receive 
the most rejections anyone has 
ever received? 

The thing was: In order to be rejected, 
he had to first submit. And the more he 
submitted, the better the chances were that 
something would be accepted.

“I started doing things I wanted to do. After that 
I started getting [acceptance] letters from 
publishers,” he says. He was in his 30s when his 
first book was published, and after that his career 
took off. 

West and Anderson have done hundreds of 
school and book festival visits between them, so 
they often get to talk to children. They meet a lot of 
kids who like to write and draw and who want to 
publish books someday.

West stresses the importance of sharing work 
with others and tells kids to start a writing club at 
school. 

Anderson says he recognizes the pressure that 
creative kids can face, especially when they get 

to high school and college. Sometimes the 
artistic fields aren’t seen as productive 

or valuable as other fields.
“If this is something you want, 

something you believe, you have to 
be all in and go after it,” he says. “If 
you give up along the way I can 
only promise you that you won’t do 
it in your life.”

At events like the Deep Valley 
Book Festival, Anderson likes to 

show the audience pictures he drew 
as a kid. He talks about how he creates 

a character and a book cover. He always 
“hides” something in each illustration, so he 

shows kids some of the hidden images. He also 
does a drawing demonstration and leaves time for 
questions.

West says she likes to address commonly asked 
questions when she’s at events. One question that 
comes up repeatedly: “How do you become a 
published author?”

To that, West says: “You have to read like crazy 
and write like crazy. You need to love to do it.” 

For more information, go to  
www.deepvalleybookfestival.com or search for @
DeepValleyBookFestival on Facebook.       MM
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Derek Anderson is the New York Times bestselling artist behind 
more than twenty-five books for children. He is the award-

winning illustrator of Little Quack by Lauren Thompson, Hot 
Rod Hamster by Cynthia Lord and his own Ten Pigs: An Epic 
Bath Adventure. Derek’s Croc and Ally books center around a 

grumpy crocodile, a happy-go-lucky alligator and the friendship 
they share. His newest picture book What About Harry? is about 
two bears that do everything together. When Sam builds bigger, 
swings higher and gets more attention, Harry no longer wants 
to play. But he soon realizes playing isn’t nearly as much fun 

without his best friend, Sam. Derek lives in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota with his wife, Cheryl, and their dog, Louie.

Jacqueline West is the author of the NYT-bestselling series  
The Books of Elsewhere, the middle grade fantasy The Collectors, 
and the middle grade mystery Digging Up Danger, as well as the 

YA novels Dreamers Often Lie and Last Things. Her debut,  
The Shadows (The Books of Elsewhere, Volume One), garnered 

multiple starred reviews, was named a Publishers Weekly Flying 
Start and a Junior Library Guild Selection, and received the 2010 

CYBILS Award for fantasy/science fiction. An award-winning poet 
and occasional actress, Jacqueline lives with her family  

in Red Wing, Minnesota.

Allen Eskens is the bestselling author of The Life We Bury,  
The Guise of Another, The Heavens May Fall, The Deep Dark 

Descending, and The Shadows We Hide. He is the recipient of the 
Barry Award, Minnesota Book Award, Rosebud Award (Left Coast 
Crime), and Silver Falchion Award and has been a finalist for the 

Edgar Award, Thriller Award, Anthony Award, and Audie Award. 
His books have been translated into 20 languages and his novel, 

The Life We Bury is in development for a feature film.  
Allen was the 2017 DVBF headline author in 2017 and  

we’re thrilled to have him return this year! 

Derek Anderson

Allen Eskens

Jacqueline West
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